SELLING ENGLISH WINE
TO UNCLE SAM

All photagraphy by Kitty Johnson
THE AMERTCAN

Revolution famously szarted when un tconie British drink was thrown into Boston harbour tor
the eltimare rea party, Two conniries Taer, Americans saill cannot stomach cur warm beer and

weak coffee. However, 250 years arter the tea leaves were chucked in

s choppy warer aif
Hosrar s guavs les, et prener Rexd Jolinson is kicking off another American Revolucion v
cxporting English wine m the tormer colonies. And he i= tinding & growing thivar for Fy ||a_'|i‘-.|'
wines across the Adlantic: Unele Sam seems 1o bike Britannia's bubliles

With a backgronnd in media and Sroadeasting, Red s 2 newecomer to the wine rrade acd has
set up the British Bortde Company (BBCY. He s tired with the enthusiasm of a converr to
apread the word sbom Enghishowine in toveign markers. Atrer spending @ month o autumn
2314 in rhe Unired States, he is more conwineed than ever of the porenrial in the marker fon

=nulish wine,

ukvine

kvine



Red says: “Tapent mose of Seprember in the United Stares, visiting the wine trade, calleieg to che media

| visited buvers and wine protessionals in New York, Les Angeles and Chicaga™

I iy come as asurprose tomany, bue Red came seross & consideraiile knowledze of the English wine
vevelution in the LIS wine reade: “Many in the wine

trade in the Srates have cotromed on ro the UK wine

o indduseess Whitle many i che LIS have nat rasted English

RED CAME ACROSS GOOD wine, they do keep up with the media and know what 15

KNOWLEDGE OF ENGLISH going on over here, These who bave come o the LK
“l\l'. l\ ”“‘. ‘ h\ b asred 1:IaHll;—|' WG, e says,

| Thae United Staees is also home o some 780,000

/0 Britons, a porential and large marker tor English wine

thar Red has identified

kvine

seen to ke a gradual decline. He

A peculiarvivy al the American marker is the importance of wine mtimg schemes, something rhar Englizh

wine does not have & srack record in to dase. e says: "The Antericans place greas store on ratings, Itowill
come i che future with Eoglish wine,"

A wine scare iz the prererred way tor an American wine criric to communicate an opinion abour the
qualiry of o wine as 1t 15 qoick wnd scraghtforward, Wine scores olten appear in prioted and on-line
mehin, sometimes even on wine bottles. The granddaddy s erine Raberr Parker, orten abbreviaced ra R
His perfecs wine is a 10D poinr wine, while his worse qualioy comes oue ae 5C points. Buyers will oleer

stipulate chev will only steck wines between 83 o 100 poines,

P e ol He las srnined wovenance. Erglish wine is
e T He Las also determined provenance. Erglish wine i
R S A rhar American wine just such a new region ot

e . drinkers are morsasimnmgy Ny wire drinkers acd will
Every scart-up. as the BRC was i N £
& SR interesred in ‘the new’ in pack up the dollars as they
2014, veeds a degree of luck. Red's . ; :
rerms of wine and its seek our the pew vinrages.

luck waz choosing o export
alechol v che Unimesd Stares aea
time when rhe previous chreesier

liguor importation process was

says: " Because ot Federal Law, i
used to ke that we would bave had
to sell o imporeers, who in turn
sell o wholesalers, '.l.ll:'- It ||
to retilers, o throw-back o -
Prohibition, Natweally, chough
TAXES e |1'I.IH'.“. |', 1}_'.!”, 'I!l"l' wen
still thiree sers of margins, Now, the
syatemn s changuog we are now ahie

o sell v imposters who are alze

1 " : HEPEING THE USA MARKRET STRONG
wholesalers. cutting out a tier, ; . Rt




O his Seprember
trip, Red reveals he
spent some tirme with
the American Sociery
of Wine Educarors e
rurcher the canse of
Eaglish wine.

[n spring 2013, Read's
Hapshirebased
apretarion organised
American export of
wine from Harringley
Villey, Digby Fine
LEoglish, Camel Valley
anel Hush Heach, He

acquires the wine

L

frors the UK producer and chen sells on o the importer in the United States, They in turn organise

the freighting of the wine across the Adantic This mears that Red takes on the risks, such as currency

exchanee and sourcing rhe customer, of exporting English wine,

Red does not consider the vineyard as simply a source of wine. Insread, ke i determined thar any

vinevard Irom which he sources wing, is marne a
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Red and his team at BBC
certainly had o Losy end o 2004,
with marker visits ro Hong Kong,
Shanghat and Singapore as well as the three US
seares, The New Year atarted with product
faunches, a number of tew suppliers and impart
pareners and
several market
rrips alveady
plunmed,
Proving an interesr
as much in the
gr17||| ] (l'.\' H'lll\.,
the BRC launched
Sussex’s Chilprove
Dy Ginin
Canada thus
spring, after a deal
between the BRC

and Socéed des

A PORTFOLIOCTASTING WIHEH HUGH JOHNSON

& MIKL ALY
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imporrer, In Curope, the BBC agreed @

v (SAQ), Canada's lurzest dd-inks

partaership with leading Scandinavian
imparter Concealed Wines to develap tenders
for the chree monopolies, as well as on- trade
distribusiom in key ciries.

Red is passionare that Enelish wine has reached
A tipping potet i terms of market appreciation
andd drinker inzerest, 1t s his befiet thar in
many markets, fram cthe Stares to Asia, English
wine i gaining an appreciation and thus
creating a market for BBC,

That ten, throwe illegally inmo Boszon Harlsour,
sparked the shot that rang around the world
and creazed the counrey where Red is
establishing a business, Red's Reveluton in
English wine is unlikely v meer the same fare

ol the rea leaves, s

AT A TANTING INNEW YORK WITH BARTHOLOMEW IROADIENT

ukvine o




